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running along horizontal beams with its natural position reversed as to its legs and back. It is no unusual thing for it to fall on the floor, and to be stunned. It is, however, soon up again and off like a dart, as if nothing had happened. The Hindu has very superstitious notions about the fall of a lizard, that is, if it should happen to fall on his person ; and he will try all he can to prevent such a thing happening. Although under certain conditions, such a fall may be a token pfgood, the chances to the contrary are so great as to make it worth while to take every precaution against such a contingency.
In a book on omens there is a list of no less than sixty-five places on the person which may forebode good or evil, if touched by a lizard in its fall If it falls upon the centre of one's head, it forebodes a quarrel or disease; if on the temples, evil to one's brother; if on the front of the head, evil to oneself; if on the head covering, evil to males, death to females; if on the tips of one's hair, death; if on the right cheek, good for males, evil for females; if on the left cheek, good for females, evil for males and so on through the whole body right down to the toes, and even to the nails on the toes. For instance, if a lizard falls on the toes of the right foot, it denotes wealth; but if on the nails of the same foot, a quarrel; if on the edge of the nails of the same foot, annoyance or suffering is betokened. If in the fall it touches either the toes, or the nails, or the edge of the nails of the left foot, it is an omen of wealth and good fortune.
The chapter from which these remarks are taken concludes as follows: " Upon whatever part of the body a lizard may fall, it is the best thing to at once bathe and, having lit a lamp fed with oil, pray to a favourite god for the prevention of any evil that might otherwise happen." To this it may: be objected that the omen